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DETAILED ACTION 
Election 

1 . Applicant's elect species II, corresponding to figures 7-17, with traverse is 
acknowledged. The traverse is on ground that the claims are not generic to both 
species. The office is agreeing with the applicant and therefore, claims 1-54 will be 
examined. An action on the merits follows. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 28 and 50 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claim 28 last line the words "is moves" should be changed to - is moved — 

b. It appears that claim 50 is depended of claim 47 and not 'claim 40' as recited. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11, 16-23, 25-26, 30-33, 37-46, and 51-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Chi (US. patent 5,573,262) in view of Jeunet et al 

(US. patent 6,082,754). 
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Chi discloses a vehicle steering head comprising: 

a. a support tube adapted to be fixed to a frame; 

b. a connecting member adapted to connect a wheel fork to a handlebar; 

c. an upper bearing support mounted to an upper end of the support tube; and 

d. a lower bearing support mounted to a lower end of the support tube, 

the connecting member being rotatably mounted to the support tube via the upper and 
lower bearing supports; wherein the mechanism and the lower bearing support 
cooperate to limit the rotational movement of the connecting member. 

Chi lacks a mechanism which limits the rotational movement of the connecting in 
two directions. 

Jeunet discloses steering blocking mechanism that limits the rotational 
movement of the connecting in two directions so as to provide better control of the 
steering system. 

Based on the teaching of Jeunet, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the steering assembly of 
Chi to include the blocking mechanism of Jeunet so as to provide better control of the 
steering system. 

With respect to claims 2-11, 18-20, 22-23, 25-27, 31-33, 38-41, 43-44, and 46 
Chi as modified by Jeunet discloses all of the claimed limitations. 
4. Claims 34-36 and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chi (US. patent 5,573,262) in view of Kassai (US. patent 4,714,261). 
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Chi is disclosed above but lacks the teaching of a locking mechanism. 

Kassai teaches a locking mechanism for a vehicle comprising: a mechanism that 
limits rotational movement of the connecting element the mechanism comprising at 
least two stop surfaces; one of the at least two stop surfaces limiting the rotation of the 
connecting element in one direction, another of the at least two stop surfaces limiting 
the rotation of the connecting element in another direction, and a locking system that 
prevents rotational movement of the connecting element, the locking system comprising 
a movable engaging member and an opening that can receive the engaging member 
and which can move with the connecting element. Such a mechanism would allow or 
inhibiting the turning movement of the front wheel, thus, providing greater safety 
measure. 

Based on the teaching of Kassai, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the steering assembly of 
Chi to include the blocking mechanism of Kassai so as to provide better control of the 
steering system. 

With regard to claims 35-36, Chi as modified by Kassai meets all of the 
claimed limitations. 

Reasons for Allowance 

5. The following is an examinees statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 12-14 are allowed because the prior art neither shows nor teaches a 
vehicle steering head with a locking mechanism comprises a recessed and projection 
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portions along with its location and in combination with other elements recited. 

Claim 15 is allowed because the prior art neither shows nor teaches a vehicle 
steering head with locking mechanism wherein the mudguard rotates with the linkage 
element that engages the lower bearing support and in combination with other elements 
recited. 

Claim 28 is allowed because the prior art neither shows nor teaches a vehicle 
steering head with locking mechanism wherein the one part is a projection and the 
another part is a guiding recess within which the projection is moved and in combination 
with other elements recited. 

Claim 29 is allowed because the prior art neither shows nor teaches a vehicle 
steering head with locking mechanism wherein the pin moves in a parallel direction 
relative to an axis of the support tube, and the opening is configured to rotate with the 
cylindrical member and in combination with other elements recited. 

Claims 47-50 are allowed because the prior art neither shows nor teaches a 
vehicle steering head with locking mechanism comprises a pin and an opening, wherein 
in a parallel direction relative to an axis of the support tube, and the opening is 
configured to rotate with the cylindrical member and in combination with other elements 
recited. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 24 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony H. Winner whose telephone number is (703) 
306-5957. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 am to 
6:30 pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Lesley Morris, can be reached at (703) 308-0629. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information-Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1113. / / 

TONY WINNER 
PATENT EXAMINER 

November 27, 2004 
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